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On behalf of John Clague and the Centre for Natural Hazard Research at Simon Fraser University, and 
Karl Kleemayr of the Austrian Centre of Forests and Natural Hazards: Welcome to this workshop. It is 
a workshop designed for all of you to share better solutions for protecting ourselves from the damaging
effects of moving ground: mass movements. The workshop is conceived and driven by the european 
contingent. CNHR and its partners are acting as a catalyst. The workshop and evening muscial social 
event are meant to build professional connections and provide an event that in itself will question the 
stability of the ground you work from and trigger a mass movement; a mass movement that will spawn 
better ways to protect infrastructure and people, through more effecient and effective physical and 
social methods.

We will monitor the event with written, audio and video recordings, just as you would any unstable 
ground about to move.
Later studies of the monitoring will be used to create a document that shares the key points on how to 
better manage moving ground and protect.

Through CNHR has provided the venue and facilities for the workshop, Ahren Bichler and colleagues 
at Trumer Schutzbauten were the primary organizers of the event and sponsor the Uni Big Band of 
Innsbruck this evening at the FanClub just south of here on Granville Street. Details are in your 
workshop booklet. Your workshop name tag provides admission to the Jazz event at the FanClub and 
courtesy of Trumer, a few free drinks and some appetizers. Show starts at 7:30 and doors open at 6:30.

As with many events, many people have helped out to make it happen in many organizations, and you 
as participants and the donation of your time today, are what bring results.

I will pass it over to Ahren who will facilitate the program.
Have a great day.
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